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The Agency for Spatial and Environmen-
tal Planning is responsible for the Danish 
state's general interests within the areas of 
nature, the aquatic environment and the 
planning of urban and rural areas.

The Agency for Spatial and Environmental 
Planning monitors and registers efforts 
to achieve continuously improving living 
conditions for animal and plant life in Den-
mark. The Agency ensures that internation-
al agreements are adhered to and identifies 
areas which require special protection.

Danish water has to be of an exceptional 
quality, both when it comes from directly 
from the tap and in nature. It is the re-
sponsibility of the Agency for Spatial and 
Environmental Planning to ensure that the 
ground water is so pure that it can be drunk 
untreated and that waste water is treated cor-
rectly. The Agency monitors the aquatic en-
vironment and is responsible for authorising 
offshore extraction of minerals, oil and gas.

The Agency for Spatial and Environmental 
Planning is also responsible for ensuring that 

The National Survey and Cadastre works 
towards making spatial data an everyday 
tool for the public sector, for businesses 
and for the general public. Spatial data is 
used in a variety of situations; as an aid in 
municipal administration, to qualify deci-
sions on major construction projects, or 
simply to help ambulance drivers find the 
quickest route to the accident scene.

The National Survey and Cadastre is the 
government agency for maps and spatial 
data and it is the centre of expertise for 

the use of spatial data in the public sector. 
The National Survey and Cadastre works 
primarily with the public sector and always 
with the aim of providing better and more 
effective e-Government.

Spatial data is the key to effective e-
Government. Until now, e-Government 
has primarily been used in connection with 
the CPR (civil registration) system, in which 
personal information is connected to a 
personal identification number. However, 
spatial information has at least the same 

The Department

The Department has 100 employees. 
Permanent Secretary: Marianne Thyrring.

The Agency for Spatial and Environmental Planning

Director General: Niels Christensen. The Agency has 750 employees,  
of whom 175 work in Copenhagen and the rest at the seven environment centres.

The National Survey and Cadastre

Director General: Jesper Jarmbæk. Cadastre has 300 employees.

The Ministry of the Environment Depart-
ment on Højbro Plads, in the heart of 
Copenhagen, coordinates all the various 
activities of the Ministry.

The Department is the Minister’s secretari-
at and is responsible for general coordina-
tion, presentation and consultation with 
the other Ministry institutions, other min-
istries, the Danish Parliament (Folketinget), 
the press and the general public. The De-
partment ensures that the Minister always 
receives the best possible advice.

All the Ministry's EU activities and other 
international activities are also coordinated 
by the Department.

The Department is the secretariat for the 
management of the Ministry and holds 
overall responsibility for all Ministry admin-
istration.

the special characteristics of rural areas are 
maintained. It draws up general guidelines 
and identifies and designates areas for 
national projects, such as the large wind-
turbine parks.

Through its projects and ideas develop-
ment, the Agency plans urban areas so 
that they are sustainable in the future. 
The Agency focuses on town planning 
problems and is directly responsible for the 
planning of the greater Copenhagen area.

The Agency for Spatial and Environmen-
tal Planning advises local authorities and 
businesses from its central department in 
Copenhagen and the seven environment 
centres throughout Denmark.

potential, as information is usually linked 
to a specific location.

The National Survey and Cadastre is 
participating in a number of EU initiatives 
and is responsible for the implementa-
tion of the EU INSPIRE Directive, aimed at 
increasing the availability of spatial data 
throughout Europe.

The National Survey and Cadastre is the 
central authority for surveying, mapping, 
reference network and cadastral informa-

tion, and it covers Denmark, the Faroe 
Islands, Greenland and their surrounding 
waters.

www.mim.dk is the Ministry website 
where you can read about Danish 
National Parks, Green Growth and 
other current topics on the Danish 
environmental agenda.

See more on www.mim.dk

Main activities of the Agency for 
Spatial and Environmental Planning 
•	 Management of the aquatic and 

marine environment
•	 National nature protection
•	 National planning
•	 Sustainable urban development.

See more on www.blst.dk

Main activities of the National  
Survey and Cadastre:
To make maps and spatial data an 
everyday tool for the public sector, 
for businesses and for the general 
public.

See more on www.kms.dk
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The Environmental Protection Agency 
works to protect the environment, nature 
and people. The Agency administrates 
legislation on environmental protection, 
waste, soil, chemicals, pesticides, gene 
technology and the environmental impact 
of noise and air pollution caused by 
transport; all of which are important for a 
healthy environment.

The Agency advises local authorities, busi-
nesses and the public on all environmental 
questions. The dialogue between consum-

ers and the business sector on existing and 
future regulations and initiatives is also 
an important part of the Agency's work. 
In addition to regulation and control, a 
central aspect of the work of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency is to help make 
it easier for consumers and businesses to 
take green responsibility.

Therefore, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency ensures access to the latest 
environmental information via initiatives 
such as information campaigns, green tips 

on www.mst.dk, and control campaigns 
to make it easier to avoid dangerous 
chemicals. 

A significant part of the Agency's activi-
ties therefore targets the business and 
agricultural sectors, with environmental 
certification, advice on green procurement 
and support for environmentally friendly 
technologies, so that Danish businesses 
can produce in an environmentally respon-
sible way and are in the vanguard with 
green products. 

The Forest and Nature Agency is primarily 
concerned with ensuring opportunities for 
the enjoyment of nature and it is con-
cerned with public information about na-
ture and countryside activities. The Agency 
is also responsible for creation, preservation 
and restoration of the Danish countryside.

The Forest and Nature Agency works with 
outdoor recreational activities, nature 
administration, Danish National Parks, for-
estry and the administration of the around 
200,000 ha. woodland and countryside 

belonging to the Ministry of the Environ-
ment. 

In particular, the Agency cooperates with 
the public, landowners, green organisations 
and businesses.

One of the objectives of the Forest and 
Nature Agency is to ensure a solid local 
foundation for nature and it has therefore 
entered into a number of partnerships with 
local people for nature care and commu-
nication about nature issues. A key factor 

in the creation, preservation and restora-
tion of the Danish countryside is continual 
dialogue with its users.

The Forest and Nature Agency provides 
the public with a wide range of facili-
ties for outdoor activities and it publishes 
many folders, flyers and other information 
materials. 

The Forest and Nature Agency has a central 
office in Copenhagen and 19 regional of-
fices throughout Denmark. 

The Nature Protection Board of Appeal and 
the Environmental Board of Appeal deal 
with complaints within the remit of the 
Ministry of the Environment. Both these 
independent boards are currently affiliated 
with the Ministry of the Environment.

The Environmental Board of Appeal is 
the supreme board of appeal for a number 
of decisions in the environmental sector, 
including decisions relating to the follow-
ing acts; The Environmental Protection Act, 
The Soil Contamination Act, The Environ-

ment and Gene Technology Act, The Act 
on Chemical Substances and Products, Acts 
on the protection of drinking water and the 
marine environment and The Act on the 
Environmental Certification etc. of Animal 
Husbandry.

The Nature Protection Board of Appeal is 
the supreme authority in conservation cases 
and is the board of appeal for rulings on 
a number of acts on the regulation of real 
property; The Planning Act, The Protection 
of Nature Act, The Minerals Act, The Forestry 

Act, The Act on Masts and Pylons, The Act 
on Summerhouses and The Allotment Act.

The Nature Protection Board of Appeal and 
Environmental Board of Appeal each has its 
own secretariat, led by the board Chairper-
son. The secretariat prepares the decisions of 
the board and assists in the drafting, commu-
nication and presentation of board decisions. 

The boards of appeal are independent of 
the Ministry of the Environment in terms of 
individual case processing and ruling. Cases 

The Environmental Protection Agency

Director General: Lars Hindkjær. The Environmental Protection Agency has 300 employees.

The Forest and Nature Agency

Director General: Hans Henrik Christensen. The Agency has 900 employees,  
of whom 100 work centrally in Copenhagen and 800 at the 19 regional offices.

The Nature Protection Board of Appeal and Environmental Board of Appeal

The Environmental Board of Appeal has 30 employees. Chairperson: Gorm Møller (acting).
The Nature Protection Board of Appeal has 50 employees. Chairperson: Lars Busck.

Because the environment is a global com-
petition parameter and many environmen-
tal problems are of a cross-border nature, 
the Environmental Protection Agency is an 
active participant in international environ-
mental work in the EU and the UN, work-
ing to find the best local, national and 
international environmental solutions.

which are not of principal importance can 
be decided on behalf of the board by the 
Chairperson of the Nature Protection Board 
of Appeal.

Two boards of appeal become one
In the future, all cases in the nature and 
environmental sector will be handled by one 
board: The Nature Protection and Environ-
mental Board of Appeal. This decision was 
ratified by the government and the Danish 
People's Party in a separate agreement in the 
2009 national budget. The aim of this merg-
er is to simplify and reinforce procedures as 
well as to make these more efficient. A bill is 
expected to be put before the Danish Parlia-
ment in the 2009/2010 session. The merger 
is expected to take place during 2010/2011.

Main activities of the Environmental 
Protection Agency:
•	 Protect the environment in the best 

possible way
•	 Ensure simple and effective environ-

mental regulation
•	 Provide consumers and businesses 

with updated environmental infor-
mation.

See more on www.mst.dk

Main activities of the Forest and Nature 
Agency:
•	 Provide the public with opportuni-

ties for enjoying nature
•	 Create and restore more nature
•	 Establish National Parks
•	 Manage Danish wild animals and 

fauna.

See more on www.skovognatur.dk

The Environmental Board of Appeal 
is composed of a Chairperson and a 
number of deputies, as well as 170 
professional members appointed by the 
Minister for the Environment on the 
recommendation of other ministries, 
agencies and interest organisations.
See more on www.mkn.dk

The Nature Protection Board of 
Appeal is composed of a Chairper-
son appointed by the Minister for the 
Environment, two high court judges 
and seven members appointed by the 
Danish Parliament.
See more on www.mkn.dk










